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SBC  Exec.  Comm,  drops  10%  CP  goal 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Pending  26  statement  reads.  "Messengers  will  Cooperative  Program  was  10.6%.  In 
^proval  by  t^  full  ^uthem  Baptist  have  a  number  of  decisions  to  make'  2005,  the  last  year  of  record,  the  average 
Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Conumttee  about  a  host  of  issues.  We  hope  the  percentage  Southern  Baptist  churches 
(EC),  two  of  nine  recommendations  to  revised  recommendatior^  will  make  it  gave  through  the  Cooperative  Program 
strengthen  the  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  possible  for  messengers  to  wholeheart-  was  6,66%.^ 

will  be  revised  when  they  are  presented  to  edly  embrace  our  initiative  to  increase  Cooperative  Program  ■  support  has 
messengers  at  the  SBC  atmual  meeting  rwxt  support  for  the  Cooperative  Program."  emerged  as  a  hot  button  issue  in  the  SBC 
month,  according  to  a  May  26  armouiKe-  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  and  presidential  election, 
ment  by  the  EC  president  arkl  officers.  CEO  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  Media  coverage  of  SBC  presidential 
The  announcement  followed  a  vote  by  said  the  changes  were  needed  because  the  candidate  Rormie  Floyd,  pastor  of  First 
teleconference  May  25.  mention  of  a  goal  was  being  misperceived  Church  in  ^ringfield.  Ark.,  has  high- 

One  of  the  recommendations  now  will  as  a  mandate  or  litmus  test,  instead  of  the  lighted  the  percentage  of  his  churcn's 
encourage  churches  to  iiKiease  their  giving  >  iiitended  spirit  of  the  report  to  encourage  giving  through  CP,  ffiat  includes  both 
tluough  the  Coc^rative  Program  but  no  greater  support  of  SB(_  causes  through  state  and  nahonal  causes:  .27%  ($32,000) 
longer  will  specify  a  10%  goal  for  support-  me  Cooperative  Program.  of  undesignated  receipts  of  $11,^2,137. 

ing  ffie  missions  and  ministries  of  state  "The  mention  of  a  specific  percentage  The  other  candidate  for  SKpresident 
Baptist  omventions  and  the  SBC.  Another  in  the  recommendations  has  generated  is  Frank  Page,  pastor  of  First  (.hurch  in 
iK>w  will  eiKourage  the  election  of  leaders  so  much  discussion  from  a  varie^  of  Taylors,  S.C.  In  2005,  the  Taylors  congre- 
whose  churches  "are  committed  to  increas-  perspectives  that  we  felt  a  revision  gation  gave  $534,683,  or  12.4%,  through 
ing  systematically  and  enffiusiastically  ffie  would  allow  all  Southern  Baptists,  from  tne  Cooperative  Program  from  total 
percentage  of  urnlesi^uited  receipts  given  churches  large  and  small,  to  enffiusiasti-  undesignated  receipts  of  $4,297,861. 
mrough  ffie  Cooperative  Program,"  again  cally  approve  the  report,  including  the  The  recommenuations  came  to  the 
without  mention  of  a  10%  target.  nine  recommendations,"  Chapman  told  Executive  Committee  after  approval  by 

"These  recommendations  never  were  Baptist  Press.  "The  officers  of  the  state  executive  directors  who  met  in 
intended  to  create  controversy,"  the  May  Executive  Committee  and  I  f^l  we  are  February  in  Canada.  The  rep6rt  is  the 

recommending  a  revision  ffiat  result  of  almost  three  years  of  work  by 
will  make  the  acceptance  of  ^  the  Ad  Hoc  CP  Committee,  chaired  by 
report  universal  among  Anthony  L.  Jordan,  executive  diiector- 
Southem  Baptists  while  remain-  treasurer  of  the  Baptist  General 
ing  a  challenge  to  every  church  Convention  of  Oklahoma, 
arm  every  pastor.  Jordan,  in  a  statement  to  Baptist  Press, 

"The  members  of  both  the  expressed  disappointment  wim  the  pro- 
Executive  Committee  and  the  posed  revisions  but  also  confirmed  ffie 
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Welch  announces  retirement 


DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla. 


Welch  continued,  "I've 
always  prayed  God  would  make 
it  dem  to  me  when  Bus  time  had 
come.  He  suic^  has  and  that 
period  in  our  li^  is  now.  It  is 
me  perfect  opportunity  for  the 
chum  and  us,  ai%d  I  could  not 
imittine  a  better  time." 

V^ldi  said  he  aiui  his  wife, 
Mauddlen,  will  remain  in  ffie 
church  after  retirement, 
including  maintaiiung  an 
office  as  he  becomes  pastor 


of  nrst  Chum  in  Daytona 
Beadi  and  ffie  presklent  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC),  told 
^uidi  leaders  ne  will  retin 
Aug.  27  after  32  years  as  ffie 
chum's  senior  pastor. 

'  A  letter  from  Wekh  to 
members  of  the  church  was 
sent  May  25  e 
he  wiU '^official 
hte  letbwnent 
May  28  morr 
serrioes.  A  cop 
was  made  ava 


emeritus,  and  will  ofSKt  assis- 
taiKe  to  David  Cox,  Welch's 
co-pastor  siiKe  2003  who  will 
become  setdor  pastor. 

"My  conunitment  wUl  be  to  alwa)rs 
be  frur  erum^  away  from  the  churw 
not  to  cause  lurm  and  dose  etmugh  to 
Cox  to  be  a  help,"  he  added. 
"Needless  to  say,  these  32  years 
have  been  unspeakably  happy,  blessed 
and  fulfilling.  You  are  our  dearest,  val¬ 
ued  and  most  trusted  frieiuls  in  all  the 
world.  We  are  thrilled  beyond  words 
ffiat  it  appears  the  Lord  allow  us 
to  continue  in  ministry  wiffi  Pastor 
David  atKl  you  until  we  die.  We  want 
this  retirement  to  be  a  happy,  exdtirw 
and  celebrative  time  in  me  church^ 
life  and  ours.  See  you  Surulay." 
weeks  before  making  this  official  but  Wekh  signed  on,  "With  You  in  His 
Maudellen  and  I  wanted  you  to  hear  this  Certain  Victory!!!" 
good  news  from  us,  persorudly,"  he  *  A  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
wrote.  He  plans  to  explain  his  retirement  Seminary  and  a  decorated  Vietnam 
plans  May  28  and  ^add  some  of  the  combat  veteran,  Welch  is  co-founder 
details"  me  following  Sunday,  June  4,  of  the  FAITH  Sunday  School  evange- 
when  he  intends  to  pieadi  a  message  on  lism  strategy  and  the  author  of  You, 
"Your  Legacy  of  Leadership."  _  The  Warrior  Leader.  - 
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and  mutuu 
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name  caUjng  and  can-  Gnoi 

flkt  continues  to  this  _ _ 

day.  coeweoatives 

icnuin  firmh’ in  cvntiol  and  Bunv  uithout  a  pnesit 
at  the  etmieiales  have  departed  nesagped  owrr  a 
for  what  they  consider  to  be  newspaper  artkh 
greener  ministK' pastures.  So  be  R.  in\estmaiion  that 
^th  apologies  to  Latin  tnis  apcut  his  lei 
scholars,  it  seemed  thaT  ti  par  Three  odier  lop 
SoMlhfm  Bavtisf  had  finally  hame  also  deoart 
taken  hc4d  —  but  ttiat  is  appaten^  article  was  ptmfei 
about  to  change,  with  the  two  SKT  mis-  Over  at  the 
sionar\'-sendinc  agencies  in  concurrent  BoanI  (IMB)  in  I 
upioars  and  a  lto<%ling  grcum  ot  young  turbed  by  the  < 
pastors  ready  to  mount  a  challenge  to  trustee  leaders  is 
w  hat  the\'  see  as  the  iron-fisted  toctics  ot  and  cal  those  tn 
die  gra\iieads  now  in  charge.  A  former  two-4 

Top  that  off  writh  a  presulenlial  cahdi-  Baptist  General 
dale  who»  church  coninhules  consider-  homt.  Tfade  Buri 
abh  less  than  a  penn\'  on  the  doBar  to  the  being  touted  as  i 
Co(pefati\'e  Program  and  baptiaes  chil-  didate  by  some  v 
dien  in  a  fake  siren  and  lights  fire  engine  Many  ot  those 
while  confetti  is  blasted  from  cannons,  and  Memphis  earlier 
the  lune  13-14  SBC  annual  meeting  in  itatement  that  w 
Gieereboro.  N-C^  should  be  a  gathering  to  Declaration.  It  r 
remember  for  a  long  tame.  Kchr  declare  bek 

Of  course,  the  North  American  Mnsaon  that  are  beheve 
Board  (NAMBI  in  suKuhan  Atlanta  is  writness  of  our  di 
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Tune  h.  200b  is  coming, 
f  Written  another  w'ay,  you 
f  get  bh-Ob.  The  European 
way  would  be  Ot^k-b. 
Wluchever,  it  comes  out  look¬ 
ing  like  bbb  and  thaL  you 
know',  is  the  Mark  of  the  Beast 
from  the  Rex'elation. 

Bewraie.  Christians.'  Holiv- 
wood  has  taken  note.  A  remate 


Guest  Opmsion: 


Distracted  by 
cheap  stunts 


On  the  ser 

ions  side,  a 

Denver  Post  ar 

tade  latjr  > 

that  we  shouk 

1  be  on  alert 

that  dav.  Sind 

e  1970.  there 

have  be»  bO  te 

rrorist  attacks 

on  lurae  b  but 

oniT  one  has 

been  within  the 

L'mled  Stales. 

accordant  to  I 

he  Memorial 

Bulrleson  to  battle 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


ilh  thoB  in  a  way  and  cbbpeiation.”  - 

stiB  nntnal  trastT  Had^  also 

and  that  he  afwio-  questioned  Burleson  allowing  At  that  point 
pealediy  question-  posts  from  contributors  to  the  Burleson  approKhed 
tives.  '  weblog  that  characteriaed  a  mkrophone.  stating, 

aid  Burleson  had  trustees  as  “bigoted*’  and  “Mi:  Chainnan,  I  just 
I  start  with  a  stale-  haeing  "petty  s3f  conceit.“  have  a  quick  queshon 
weblog  eaqwessing  Hatley  quolea  a  jan.  12  state-  for  you.  I  appeecialc 
that  in  Buriesons  ment  in  which  Burleson  said  the  spirit  in  wnach  that 
me  tnaslees  fed  of  some  IMB  trustees,  “They  was  given.  I  do  not 
ed  with  the  ai^^  ■tight  be  guilty  of  diortsight-  know  to  what  you 
IT  were  a  part  <da  edness.  lack  of  wisdom,  or  refer  when  you  areak 
ante  oat  to  remove  may  simply  be  clueless  — “A  of  breach  of  confiden- 


“1  did  thii^  to 
make  sure  I  did  not 
breach  oonfidences.“ 

Burleson  told  Hatley.  “I  would 
just  request  that  specifics  be 
shared  since  the  diarge  has 
been  shared  in  public  forum.  If 
you'd  please  stale  what  it  is 
and  I  will  on  the  spot  repent  if 

-a  _ _  a - t  -  _* _ m 


he  violated  confidential  trustee 
deliberations,  Hatley  stated, 
“Matters  that  were  sKued  only 
in  forum,  not  in  plenary  session, 
about  the  intent  of  the  executive 
commitlee  to  make  a  recom¬ 
mendation  and  the  purpose  of 
that  was  mentionea  on  your 
blog.  It  had  not  been  mentioned 


1 4,  -  t  1  B  «  1  1  *  *  1  4 
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The  Baptist  Record 


• _ A  . 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

St^V  share  the  fotknving  prayer 
with  uod  in  your  own  wmm: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  foraveness  for  my 
sins  and  fiee<K>m  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
cfuldren  of  God,  et»en  to  those  who 
Mine  in  his  name“  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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for  morr  t  timplt4i  tntiirmatMin  ahuul  bond  ntusrs 
ofaUm  a.ppiiapfNnrk  which  cfmnhrA  aN  of  thp 
pariN  of  thr  uncfrvtakmn  Rnari  it  t  arHultv 
bHrirr  vom  ifwnt  or  ^«fid  nionr>  All  honch  arr 
oRrryd  at  iatr»  vahm.  Hibirtt  lu  availabditv 

CAU  OR  RETURN  TH6  TOc 


iciv.1  wtciR  saa«. 

know  more  than  anybody  that 
they  would  stop  and  aslc  The 
resuU  is  that  they  drive  around 
the  planet  hoping  to  bump  into 
what  they  are  looking  for  and 
find  where  they  are  supposed 
to  be.  The  real  i^ue  here  is  not 
that  men  don't  ask  for  direc¬ 
tions.  It  is  just  that  dreir  brains 
work  difrerently  and  their 
thought  process  will  just  not 
allow  them  to  stop  and  ask. 
Most  people  don't  understand 
the  i;nale  psydw  and  the  twist 
of  the  bram  diat  is  in  most  male 
human  beings.  So  just  by  way 
of  clarification,  let  me  help  you 
understand  why  men  do  not 
stop  to  get  directions. 

One,  the  average  male 
believes  that  he  is  not  lost  as 
long  as  he  has  gas  in  his  tank, 
so  he  just  keeps  on  driving. 
What  would  be  the  purpose  of 
stopping  to  ask  someone  when 
you  can  just  keep  on  driving? 
The  planet  is  not  all  that  big 
and  surely  if  you  drive  long 


Direcwmns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


enough  you  will  bump  into 
wherever  it  is  that  you  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be. 

The  second  aspect  of  this 
strange  male  vhenomenon  is 
that  most  men  helieve  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  drive  around  lost  than  to 
walk  around  found.  Just  a  few 
weeks  ago  on  the  news  drere 
was  an  interesting  incident 
reported  in  Soudi  Carolina.  A 
man  actually  stopped  and 
asked  for  direraons.  The  fellow 
he  asked  pulled  a  gun,  ordered 
him  out  of  his  car,  stole  his  v^- 
cle,  and  left  him  oti  foot.  Now 
you  tell  me,  would  the  guy  have 
been  better  off  just  riding 
around  or  not?  Absolutely! 

Three,  most  men  belteve  it 
is  better  to  be  lost  on  their 
own  terms  than  to  be  lost  fol¬ 
lowing  the  directions  of  oth¬ 
ers.  Wnat  if  you  stop  and  ask 
someone  for  directions  and 
they  give  you  the  wrong 


directions?  Well,  you  were 
lost  when  you  stopped  to  ask 
for  directions.  Now  ypu  are 
more  lost  than  you'  were 
before  so  you  would  actually 
be  better  off  just  being  half 
lost  than  someone  else  con¬ 
fusing  you  in  your  lostness.  It 
makes  sense  to  me. 

Four,  most  men  believe  that  if 
we  don't  krurw  where  we  are 
going  but  we  do  know  where  we 
are  men  toe  are  not  really  lost. 
Most  women  and  some  men 
who  have  a  lack  of  understand¬ 
ing  would  probably  think  you 
were  lost.  Not  so!  Uyou  know 
where  you  are  even  if  you  don't 
know  where  you  are  going,  you 
are  in  good  shape. 

Five,  one  last  influencer  of 
thismtranm  predicament  is  thie 
thought  mat  it  is  less  embar¬ 
rassing  to  ride  around  direc¬ 
tionless  than  it  is  to  stop  and 
ask  someone  for  directions  who 


obviously  is  not  as  smart  as 
you  are.  Now  just  dunk  about 
It.  Most  of  die  time  when  you 
stop  and  ask  for  directions  the 
person  walking  along  the  side 
of  the  road  may  not  m  a  PhD 
candidate.  Witn  this  kind  oi^ 
thinking  in  place  which  is 
prevalent  among  men,  you 
wonder  how  Columbus  ever 
found  America,  how  Byrd 
found  the  Pole,  or  how  wars  are 
ever  fought  since  the  two 
armies  have  to  find  each  other. 

So  now  we  understand  ,why 
Jesus  spent  an  entire  chapter  in 
dre  Gospel  of  Luke  addressing 
lostness.  You  remember:  He 
dealt  with  the  Lost  Shero,  the 
Lost  Coin,  and  die  Lost  bon.  It 
was  not  by  their  own  initiative 
that  diey  were  found.  All  of  us 
go  the  wrong  way,  we  miss  the 
mark,  we  sin,  and  we  do  not 
know  what  direction  to  go. 
Thanks  be  to  God;  He  knows 
where  we  are  and  is  not  only 
willing  to  rive  us  directitms,  but 
He  comes  looking  for  us!  Luke 
19:10  is  glorious  —  "For  the  Son 
of  Man  came  to  seek  and  to  save 
what  was  lost."  Oh,  what  a 
blessing  it  is  to  be  found. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  JacJcson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Adopt  An  Annuitant  Sunday  set  for  June  25 
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DALLAS  (BP)  —  "Sacrifice 
was  at  the  center  of  our  min¬ 
istry,"  Noel  Edwards  said.  He 
anci  his  wife  Sue  dedicated 
their  lives  to  the  Gospel  min-  Bp 
istry.  Noel  started  preaching  J 
when  he  was  16,  spending  55  I  _r-a- 
years  in  Southern  Baptist  R 
ministry  before  retiring.  X 

Today,  the  Adopt  An  IR^ 
Annuitant  program  of  ^  ^ 

GuideStone  Financial 

Resources  (former  the 
Annuity  Board  of  the  ~ 

Southern  Baptist  Convention)  ‘  ^ 

is  helping  provide  monthly 
support  —  and  a  gift  of  digni¬ 
ty  —  to  the  Edwardses  and 
nearly  2,500  other  retired 
ministers  and  widows. 

Southern  Baptist  churches 

across  the  nation  will  partici-  _ 

pate  in  Adc^t  An  Annuitant 
Sunday  on  June  25,  a  day  for  remembering 
the  thousands  of  aged  ministers  and  their 
widows  who  unselfishly  devoted  their 
lives  to  the  God's  call  but  now  are  facing 
their  retirement  years  without  the  financiri 
resources  to  meet  their  basic  daily  needs. 

"These  pastors  often  ser\'ea  smaller, 
rural  churcnes  and  missions  that  provided 
only  a  modest  salary  and  little,  if  any,^  con¬ 
tributions  toward  a  retirement  account," 
said  John  Ambra,  director  of  development 
for  GuideStone's  Adopt  An  Annuitant 
ministry.  "Now  in  retirement,  many  strug¬ 
gle  to  afford  the  basic  nece^ities  of  lire 
such  as  food,  housing,  prescription  drugs 
and  medical  care." 

That  is  the  story  of  Noel  and  Sue 
Edwards.  Serving  small  Soudiem  Baptist 
churches  while  raising  a  family  meant  both 
Noel  and  Sue  worked  second  jobs  and 
often  iiad  a  difficult  time  making  ends 
meet,  but  God  kept  sending  peo^  into 
their  lives  to  help,  Wluding  a  local  grocer 


The  Eduvardses 


who  provided  food  when  they  were  down 
to  their  last  two  dollars. 

The  Edwardses  never  were  able  to  save 
much  toward  their  later  years  ~  a  small 
salary  meant  little  was  left  for  retirement 
planning.  "We  have  gone  to  churches 
Decause  we  knew  the  Lord  was  in  it  even 
when  we  didn't  know  what  the  salary 
would  be,"  Noel  said. 

As  Sue  put  it,  "We  found  out  in  our  min¬ 
istry  that  as  we  ministered  to  people,  and 
then  we  had  needs,  they  ministered  to  us." 

O.S.  Hawkins,  president  of 
GuideStone,  said  the  Southern  Baptist 
entity  was  founded  on  the  idea  of  "serv¬ 
ing  those  who  gave  sacrificially  to 
^read-  the  Word  of  God.  Even  though 
GuideStone  has  become  a  leading 
denominational  benefits  organization, 
the  heart  of  our  ministry  is  still  provid-, 
ing  support  to  these  dear  folks  who  have 
given  of  themselves  sacrificially  in  the 
service  of  our  Lord." 


^Because  of  the  generosity  of 
Southern  Baptists,  nearlv  2,500 
individuals  or  couples  lixe  Noel 
and  Sue  Edwards  are  being  helped 
monthly.  Gifts,,  to  the  Adopt  An 
Annuitant  ministry  help  retired 
ministers  and  their' widows  main¬ 
tain  their  dignity  through  provid¬ 
ing  assistance  to  pay  for  food,  utili¬ 
ties  and  medical  care. 

Recipients  of  Adopt  An 
Annuitant  funds  must  meet  guide¬ 
lines  for  income,  assets  and  years  of 
Southern  Baptist  service.  Qualified 
recipients  may  be  eligible  for  $200 
per  month  for  an  individual  or  $265 
per  month  for  a  couple. 

Under  GuideStone's  financial 
assistance  guidelines,  more  than  $6 . 
I  million  win  be  paid  out  annually  in 
assistance  to  retirees  wihose  iiicome 
is  insufficient  to  meat  their  ne^s. 
Nearly  $1.4  million  will  come  froin 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
Cooperative  Program. 

However,  the  majority  of  the  funding 
comes  from  the  direct  gifts  of  individu¬ 
als,  groups  and  churches  to  the  Adopt 
An  Annuitant  ministry.  Every  cent 
received  by  the  program  goes  to  some¬ 
one  in  need.  No  administrative  expenses 
are  paid  from  the  gifts  made  to  the 
Adopt  An  Annuitant  program. 

Free  bulletin  inserts  are  available  from 
GuideStone  along  with  "A  Gift  of  Dignity" 
video  to  use  on  June  25  in  worship  ser\  ices, 
Sunday  School  departments  or  mission- 
oriented  organizations.  Orders  can  be 
made  online  at  www.GuideStone.org  or  by 
calling  1-888-98-GUIDE  (l-888-984-«33). 

"Words  just  don't  express  how  much  we 
appreciate  the  people  who  help  us  through 
the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  program,"  Noel 
Edwards  said.  "It's  a  life  saver  for  us." 

For  additional  information,  visit 
www.GuideStone.org. 
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Kayrah  Wright  (center)  and 
Jackie  Gray  (r^ht)  of  Oak* 
land  Church,  Walnut,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  Bible  Drill  for 
the  ftrst  time  this  year  and 
advanced  to  the  state  com¬ 
petition.  Congratulating 
them  is  Bible  Drill  teacher 
Elizabeth  Reed. 


Fredonia  Chuiclw  New 
Albany,  recogruzed  six 
graduating  school 

seniors  on  May  Zl.  Pictured 

are  (from  left)  Scarlett  Wray,  m 

Alex  Rowlainl.  LarKlon  Kidd  ^ 

(Ingonuir  Hi^  School  vale- 
dictorian),  Kristalyn  Hoi- 
comb,  Ad^  Gainesi  and  Rob 

Browning  (IHS  !»lutati>rian).  ^  Youth  Fundraiser.  Concord  Church,  Benton-Tippah  Association 

3.  Youth  of  Concord  Church,  — —  ,  .^mh  i  i —  _  - 

Benton-Tippah  ~  ^.  1f  ^  ^  jP  _ 

AssfKiation,  held  a  car  ^  »TWg  ^ 

wash  and  viewing  ot  Tht*  V  <1.4  ^ 

I’assum  ot  the  Christ  movie  J  H  a  4SSI^ 

to  raise'  momw  to  assist  in  t  ajfe  JfT  — 

Hurricane  Katrina  nvo\er\  r  *  ‘  ^ 

along  the'  Mississippi  Gult 

vouth  missions  leader  i ll- 


1.  Bible  Drillers,  Oakland  Church,  Walnut 


4  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarks- 
dale.  nventlv  held  a  Roval 
''  ,  Ambassadors  (R.\ I  and 
'5.;  : Girls  in  .Xction  (GA) 

Pine\vtHKi  IX'rby.  rictund 
aa‘  participants. 


2.  Senior  Graduates,  Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany 


4.  RAs  and  GAs  Pinewood  Derby.  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale 


Normal"  people  live  P^V^V^ 
Normal"  people  d'^o^ce  ov 
_  "Normal  people  are 


NORMAL! 


Financial  Pe^e! 

ivciu  >m.>" 

o,u.tlv'Tn--veHamstv.  • 

^xvrtKKiVpIaMtov 


5.  BMe  DriWeri,  AchcmiM  Qiuvcli,  Ackerman 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


11«  CMdren  Mbit  OrMwi,  IkrM  Ckiwciv  Cwemiiood 


9.  Baby  Dcdkatfon,  Hna  FomI  OwrcK  CoWnsvMe 


Ki 


loi 


Till 


L 


tOKP 


S 


8.  Cfeiwhaw  Ofdakied»  HopeChuidv  PMIadepBiia 


10.  AduB  BBile  DrOkra,  First  Oiurcli,  Grccmvood 


6.  Bums  konofcd,  Immanuel  Churdv  OKvc  Brandi 


5.  Ackerman  Qiuidv  Acker* 
man,  recognizes  its  Bible 
driUm  Front  row,  Haley 
Lucas,  Learaia  Carter  Abby 
Wood,  Dayna  Presley,  Kaidin 
and  Gavin  Busby;  b^  tow, 
Carofyn  LincjU^,  leadei; 
Ellen  and  Claire  Graves,  and 
Giimy  Lucas,  leader. 

6.  Jenniiier  Bums  (center)  was 


Pfaie  Forest  Churdv  ColUna* 
ville,  held  a  baby  dedication 
Apr.  23.  Shown  are  pastor 
L]^  Nations,  Mafor  Chris 
(presently  serving  in  Iraq) 
arid  Shani  Hay  and  baby 
Luke;  Chris  and  Sharon 
Keene  and  baby  Addie;  Cary 
and  April  Luke  and  baby 
Cooper;  Tim  and  IVacy 
Wheat  and  baby  CXivia. 


WO  am  touoAoc  Skaiuavav 

Immanud  Ckuidi,  OUve 
Brandi,  in  honor  of  her  e^t 
distinguiahed  years  of  Bele 
IDriD  competition.  Also  co^ 
gratulatiira  Bums  was  hra 
wle  Diiu  coach  for  all 
years,  Becky  Smith. 


10.  First  Chur^  Greenwood, 
recognizes  its  adult  bible 
drill^  Front  row,  left  to 
ri^t  drill  leader  —  Debra 
hmller,  Judy  Woodcock, 
Betty  Sue  Wilson,  and 
Btxinie  DeLoadi.  Second 
row:  Tripp  Hobbs,  Bubba 
DeLoach,  Jim  Geeslin, 
Bobby  V^lson,  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Alderman.  Third  row: 
Barry  Cannon,  Collier  Till¬ 
man,  and  Stephen  Miller. 

11. Fiist  Church,  Greenwood, 
recognizes  its  diikhen  bible 
drillers.  Front  row,  left  to 
ri^t  Sara  Grace  Hemph^ 
Nkilly  Cannon,  Ann  Qaire 
Dunn,  Carrie  Webster,  and 
Alex  Gillespie.  Second  row: 
drill  leader  ^ —  Debra  Milled 
Katie  Anderton,  Avery 
Alderman;  Barrett  Jonhaon, 
Kristen  Stephens,  Joseph 
Tillman.  Back  row:  'WCra^- 
Liz  Grandiam,  Heather 
Pate,  Sarah  Johnson,  and 
Cooper  AndCTton. 

12. Bi§bec  Church,  Amoiy, 
contrinited  65342  pennies 
for  the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  in  Jadcmn,  and  has 
plans  to  raise  actional 


for  the  memoda)  to 


Chutdi,  Ella 


ing  since  Roe  v.  Wms  legal¬ 
ized  abortion  in.1973. 

13.Paul  Churdi,  Scobev,  is 
plaiming  their  lOOth 
anniversary  celebration  and 
homecoming  in  August  A 
specific  date  has  not  been 
set  The  church  b  seekina 
any  type  of  diurch-relatea 
hMocy,  pictures,  news  arti- 

CKSy  CIC  tor  Wft  CCKDraCICMV 

Contact  Wivne  Gore  at 
(662)  647-^,  or  Gayle 
May  at  (662)  647-5968. 


Bible  BudcNct  and  DriHeriy  Hcblm  Church,  Bcnionia 


18.  Mt  Carmel  Church,  Edin-  20.  Hebron  Church,  Ben- 
burg,  will  conduct  Artie  tonla,  recognizes  its  Bible 
Edge  Adventure  Vacatkm  drill  participants. 

Klw  School  on  June  19-23, 

from  6:30  p.m.-9  p.m.  21.  Bala  Chillo  Church,  Pike 
Preregistration  is  June  10  Association,  recently 

from  10  a.m.-rK>on;  limch  licensed  La^  Whitehead 

f>rovided.  Family  Night,  to  dw  ministry  after  preach- 

une  25  at  6  p.m.  ing  his  first  sermcm.  Dave 

Hartson,  pastor. 

19.  Sand  Hill  Church, 

Ellisvillc,  surpassed  its  22.  Rocky  Point  Church, 
$1,500  goal  for  the  Armie  Carthage,  will  conduct 

Armstrong  Easter  Artie  Adventure 

Offering  for  North  Vacatiem  mble  School  on 

American  Missions.  A  June  5-9  from  9  a.m.-noon. 

total  of  $1,758  was  given  Betty  Jenkins,  director, 

by  church  members.  Marshall  Lum,  pastor. 


14.  Hebron  Church,  Bentonia,  to  Hallie  Duckword\  at 
recently  licensed  Robbie  dire<^torOdtechristmasvil- 
King  •  to  dw  miiustry.  lage.org  or  (601)  853-7687. 
Shown  are  Xing  and  pastor 

Luke  Edwards  presentmg  16.  Harrisvillc  Church, 

the  license.  Harrisvillc,  will  conduct 

Vacation  ^le  School  on 

15.  Broadmoor  Church,  Mad-  June  5-9  freun  8:30  a.m.- 

isMi,  will  host  a  Pastors'  1150  ajn.,  fw  three-vear- 

Wives  aiKl  Women  in  olds  throu^  sixth  grade. 
Ministry  Luncheon  on  June 
8  at  11:30  a.m.  ^cki 
Weaver,  speaker;  Bridget 
TayliK,  musk.  Introduct^ 
to  upcoming  Christmas  in 
July  -1  Choose  Joy" 
women's  confmnee.  Cost 
$10  per  person;  reservation 
deadlme  is  June  2.  R.S.V.P. 


17.  Liberty  Church,  Liberty, 
will  conduct  Artk  Edge  Ad- 
_  venture  location  Bible  School 
on  June  12-16  fiom  830  ajn.- 
noon,  for  three-yearolds 
duou^  sixth  gr^.  Friday 
is  Family  wid\  hot  dog 
lunch  at  1130  am 


21.  WMtchcad  Licensed, 
Bala  CMtto  Cluirch,  Pike  Assoc. 


Fifth  Annual 
Father’s  Day  Tribute 
June  18,  2005 


A  Christian  Community  Jfor  Aicfults  with 
Mental  Retardation  \ 


'What: 


Where:  80  Acres  -  Madison  0>unty 

--  -■  t  / 

When:  Phas^l  Opens  in4006^ 


ipr  ministry? 


torp  Ifrfbrmat^on: 

bt  Homes,  loc. 
6*jCpfiton,MS3! 
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Bibliocipher 
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ERH  LI  WEMH  YRXS  XLIQ, 
M  QYWX  TVIEGL  XLI 
OMRKHSQ  SI  KSH  XS 
SXLIV  GMXMIW  EPWS,  )SV 
XIIVIISVI  EQ  M  WIRX. 

KYOl  ISYV  :  ISVXC-XLVIl 
Clue  Q  =  \\ 

H.ivi-  tun  With  i  ryptogr.iiiln  and 
ewreifie  vtHir  Hihiv  knowlntiie. 
King  Ionite  Version  Hihlv  verst'  has 
Iteen  erKcxh'ii  h\  letter  sutrstitution. 
Tht'  sann'  letter  is  substituted 
thnKightHit  the  puzzle.  Stilve  by 
trial  anti  error.  Answev  to  last  w  eek 's 
puzzle:  krhn  ( )n«‘.  Twentv-NirK' 
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i-800-3’0-6180 
c.irpenlerbiis  com 


Sunday,  special  recognitions  and  histo- 


Coldwatei;  Philadelphia:  Homecomini 


Bear  Creek,  Attala  Association:  Homc- 
cominfL  June  4;  services  lOJO  a.m.  followed 
by  hiniw  and  fellowship.  Bobby  Waggoner, 
guest  speaker.  Doug  pas^. 

Bethel,  Water  Valley:  llOtit  Homecoming, 

{une  ^  11  a.m.  followed  by  lunch  and  fei*  Hill  Family  Ministries;  Sunda; 

owship;  Daimy  Harris,  speaker;  Laramie  rary  worsriip,  830  a.m.;  C _ - ^ 

Minga,  music;  James  Edwards,  pastor.  11  a.m.  and  o:30  pjn.;  Monday-Wednesda} 

11:30  a.m.  widt  lunch  pixmdra,  and  7  p.m‘ 
Canaan,  Benton-Uppah  Association:  Jim  Taylor,  pastor. 

Homecomii^  June  4;  worship,  11  a.m.  fic^- 
lowed  by  lund)  and  afternoon  singing  wid\  Harmon; 

Crosswind;  Revival,  June  11-14;  Mu^y,  6  June  11; ! 
p.m.;  Monday-Wedniesday,  7  p.m.;  James  11  a.m.  follow^  h 
Adams,  speal^;  Paul  Adams,  pastor.  with  Sht 

speaker; 


ry  highlights,  9:30  a.m.  followed  by 
Bob  Patty,  speaker;  E^ck  Stovall,'  music;  mommg  worship,  lunch,  1  p.m.  reunion 
Robin  Brumneld,  pastor.  service,  and  3  p.m.  closing  ceremony. 

Jerry  Doggett,  pastor. 

Firsts  Soso:  Revival  June  11-14  with  Jim 

“imday  omtempo- 
Sunday  worship. 


Mt  Carmel,  Edinburg:  Revival,  June  4- 
9;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Monday-Friday  7 
p.m.;  lames  Young,  speaker;  James  E. 
Griffith,  pastor. 

Patkhill,  Jackson:  50th  aimivcrsary,  June 
Brookhaven:  Homecoming,'"  11;  Stmday  SdKx>l  9:45  a.m.;  wor^p,  11 
nday  School,  10  a.m.;  worsh^  a.m.  followed  by  lunch.  No  evening  ser- 

I _ 1  lunch  and  singing  vice.  Rusty  Bridges,  speaker;  Jtomy 

herd's  Qdl.  Clarence  Young,  Bailey,  music;  Gary  Alan  White,  pastor, 
irry  Eichenloff,  pastor. 

Center  Hill,  Hamilton:  Revival,  June  18-  Siloam,  Mcadville:  125th  anniversary, 

21;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.  followed  by  Indian  Springs,  Perry  Association:  Home-  June  4;  lunch  and  special  music  by 
worship  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Monday-  coming,  June  4;  Sunday  Sdux>l,  10  a.m.;  ^lerman  Lee  Dillon  Family  and  Chosen 
Wednesday,  7  p.m.;  Anis  Siorrosh;  Terry  worship  11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Doug  following  morning  service;  Leon  Wallace, 
Edwards,  pastor,  Rouse,  speaker;  afternoon  service,  1:%  p.m.;  speaker  and  pastor. 

Neil  Wigley,  music.  Brad  Howard,  pastor. 

Coila,  Carroll  Association:  Homecoming,  Oak  View,  Tenv  (formerly  Temple): 

une  4;  Sunday  worship,  11  a.m.  followed  Leaf  River,  Smith  Association:  Home-  Homecomingand  53rd  anniversary,  June 
>y  lunch  and  afteirnwn  singing;  Revival,  coming,  June  11.  Sunday  Schtwl,  10  a.m.  4;  worship  10;30  a.m.  followed  by  lunch 
line  5-9,  7  p.m.  C.C.  Bums,  speaker;  followed  by  worship  service  at  11  a.m.  and  afternixm  singing  with  the  Pleasant 
Austin  Long,  music.  Billy  Blakely,  pastor.  and  lunch.  No  night  services.  Danny  Valley  Quartet.  Ken  Brown,  pastor. 

Dickerson,  pastor. 

Union  Church, .  Raleigh:  Revival,  June  Union,  Lincoln  Association:  137th 

25-28;  Sunday,  jl  a.m.  followed  by  lunch  Macedonia,  Petal:  Centennial,  June  3-  Homecoming,  June  11;  Sunday  Schvxil, 
and  afterhotm  service;  Monday-  4;  Saturday,  children/youth  balloon  9:45  a.m.  fixTowed  worship  at  11  a.m. 
Wednt'sday,  7  p.m.;  Tuc*sday,  vouth/chil-  release,  2. p.m.  followed  by  worship  ser-  lunch,  and  aftemixm  singing.  Nursery 
dren's  night,  5:30  p.m.;  Charles  Rav  vice  and  children's  program;  Saturday,  provided.  9:45  a.m. -3  p.m..  David 

Burnham,  speaker;  Denny  Dickerson,  gospel  sing  and  worship  service,  6  p.m.,  Williams,  speaker;  Embrace,  music, 
music;  Davici  Hays,  pastor.  preceded  by  hamburger  supper;  Timothy  Lawrence,  pastor. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPflEMENT 
INSURANCE  fur  thf  sell  «fn(>l<)yed.  C  all  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVEt  tiall 
(800)  54|.81‘M>.  ProvitksI  liy  Mega  E.F.  Hutton  InsurarHO  today  ...  Wo  Can 
InsurarK  o,  www.ohf iiitufnor-ins.com.  Hejp!  Toll-lrw  (877) -2 12-()WM>, 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA-  LICENSED  MINISTER  SEEKING  REVIVAL 
TION  CONDOS,  www.Kulf-  WORK.  (XjItMt  su()|>lvin8  cx  ht-vrx aliorkil 
shor€*s(  «)ndos.t  om.  All  si2e  units  fXKilion,  tall  (8011  S19-7U12.. 
available.  SUMMER  SPECIAL,  2  ATTENTION  CHURCHEsVls' your 


Carpenter 

Bl  S  SAI.FXS 

•!  t  tm-.tllm  IS.a. 


Baptistry  murals,  beaters,  liKblioK,  seal-  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  krioKl-  church  wiixltjws,  reworkiriK  and  repair, 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Co^un^sflat  kson,  (877)  477-189*1. 
Colony  of  Tex.»,  j80g)  728-8291 .  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DtSTANCE,  3.9  cents 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving  irrterstate,  4.9  cents  in  stale.  No  monthly 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970.  service  charge.  Call  (886)  S87-8348  or 
KBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON,  CHRIST-  www.lowermyphoneblll.cotMwtolclt1. 
IAN  OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  T-SHIRTS  FOR  YOUTH  CROUPS,  VBS, 
vinyl  siding,  wirxlows,  metal  arxl  shingle  CHURCHES.  Great  prices,  cool  art, 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  custom  designs.  In  Miss,  call  (601)  479- 
rooms.  (601 )  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  4437  or  www.disclplegaphlcs.com. 

Sebreh,  owners. _ CORONADO  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  a 

MINISTER  TO  CHILDREN,  FIRST  new  fellowship,  is  seeking  a  pastor  for 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  CROSSETT,  ARK.  our  traditional.  Kingdom-focused 
Resumes  to:  children's  search  cotmtH-  church.  Resumes  should  be  sent  to: 
tee.  First  Baptist  Church,  701  Main  pastor  search  committee,  PMB  316, 
Street,  Crossed,  AR  71635  or  4501  N.  Hy  7,  Suite  #8,  Hot  Springs 

VillMe,  AR  71909. 
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SOME  PEOPLE  SAY  TECHNOLOGY  HAS  NO 
SOUL.  NO  SPIRIT.  WE  KNOW  IT  DOES.>>> 


fwhlUi#(bccroiaetl.com. 

HEIOBJERC  STAINED  CLASS,  Meridian.  STUDENT  MINISTER:  RRST  BAPTIST 
(>si8n,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  ilkjvralions  CHURCH  OF  I0NES80R0,  ARK- 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (BOO)  36B-2705.  ANSAS  (8004^  attendance)  is  seeking  a 
THE  WIT  AND  WISDOM  OF  PASTOR  minister  with  strong  leadership  arxl 
|OE  BRUMBH.OW,  $12.9S;  hannibal-  comntunication  skills  for  student  min- 
books.com,  (800)  747-0738,  (979)  299-  istry  (grades  7-12).  Preference:  two 
6535.  "Some  of  the  funniest  stories  you  yean  experietKe  in  student  ministry 

wHI  ever  read.* _ (full^rt-time  or  irttem),  seminary  or 

SMOKE-FRH  BRANSON, .  MISSOURI  master's  degree.  Submit  resume  to  stu- 
CONOO  NIGHTLY  R^TTAL.  Like  home,  dent  minister  search  committee  at  bsg- 

all  new  kimithings,  street  level,  no  steps,  woudOsLicglobal.net. _ 

breath  taking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pels.  CaM  RARTATIONS  ft  ETC,  toilet  arid  shower 
(888)  8794)388  or  Bucnxim710aol.com.  sUlls,  lolid  plastic  or  baked  enamel,  hand 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  dryen,  grab  ban,  mirron  aixi  much 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  nwre.  Call  (228)  697-01 16  or  email  PAR- 
Mlss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7.  TATIONSETCOYAHOaCOM. 


>  CdoftRimf  Boilf  MttiKiK  IBM) 
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>  UteKOR  hcia  kpg  ad  taxs  toccnin^ 

>  %0ab()ii(lKP()O  ad  suited  pR)«j^ 
>(3(i(ftagBfcmHlon 

>  U*  <  Let  ()idne  hcdli  (tt  atessmenr 


1.800.9H8.bSb8 

122SNor«iSMSae(t 
JKksoa  MS  39202 
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Marriage  amendment  in  danger  of  failing 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A 
majority  of  the  U.S.  Senate  sup¬ 
ports  tne  Marriase  Protection 
Amendment  (MPA)  but  the 
measure  may  not  receive  an  up- 
or-down  vofe  the  week  of  June 
5,  leading  advocates  for  the 
proDosal  Mve  indicated. 

^nators  are  scheduled  to 
be^  consideration  of  the  con- 
stimtional  amendment  on  June 
5,  widi  a  vote  of  some  type 
expected  June  6  or  7.  Tne 
amendment,  S.J.  Res.  1,  defines 
marriage  as  only  between  a 
man  and  a  woman.  The  propos¬ 
al  is  designed  to  protect  the 
institution  against  ccmtinuing 
legal  efforts  to  legalize  homo¬ 
sexual  marriage. 

"It's  not  clear  whether  we'll 
have  a  direct  vote  or  whether 
this  will  be  a  procedural  vote 
when  we  Mt  back  [from  the 
Memorial  Day  recess], "  said 
Sen.  Wayne  Allard  (K.-Co.), 
the  amendment's  sponsor,  at  a 
May  25  news  conference  in 
the  Capitol  building.  "The 
good  news  is  we  are  continu¬ 
ing  to  see  growing  support  for 
the  Marriage  Protection 
Amendment.’^ 

That  support  amounts  to 
"a  majority  in  the  Senate," 
said  Matt  Daniels,  president 
of  the  Alliance  for  Marriage, 
at  the  news  conference.  "We 
have  made  progress  since  the 
last  vote." 

The  last  vote  was  a  proce¬ 
dural  one  in  2004  to  limit 
debate  and  actually  bring  'the 
amendment  to  the  Senate  floor 
for  up-or-down  action.  The 
effort  received  only  48  votes  of 
the  60  needed  to  end  debate,  or 
invoke  cloture,  as  it  is  known. 
For  Senate  approval,  the 
amendment  will  need  not  only 
60  votes  to  reach  the  floor,  if 
opponents  seek  to  block  action, 
but  67  in  an  up-or-down  vote 
(two-thirds  approval). 

The  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  (ERLC)  and 
other  backers  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  are  urging  Americans  to 
contact  their  senators  by  June 
6  to  ask  them  to  support  it. 
They  hope  a  massive  out¬ 
pouring  of  support  for  the 
amendment  will  produce  the 
needed  votes. 

The  ERLC  also  is  encourag¬ 
ing  Southern  Baptist  churches 
to  consider  observing 


Marriage  Protection  Sunday 
June  4,  and  for  pastors  to 
address  same-sex  marriage 
that  day  and  encourage  church 
members  to  ask  their  senators 
to  support  the  amendment 

Though  Massachusetts  is  the 
only  state  to  have  l^alized 
same-sex  marriage,  MI^  sup¬ 
porters  predict  courts  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  expand  marriage  to 
include  homosexual  couples 
unless  a  federal  amendment  is 
ratified  to  address  the  problem. 

Supreme  courts  in  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  and 
Washington.- could  legitimize 
"gay  marriage"  before  the  end 
or  the  year,  and  the  decision 
expected  out  of  Washington 
state  could  be  especially  dam¬ 
aging,  Daniels  told  reporters. 

The  Washington  Supreme 
Court's  ruling  is  "expected  to 
have  a  massive  impact  on  the 
political  landscape  surround¬ 
ing  the  debate  over  mar¬ 
riage,"  Daniels  said.  "The  rea-. 
son  is  simple.  The 
Washington  state  court  is  not 
going  to  impose  aiw  residen¬ 
cy  requirements.  unlike 
Massachusetts  (which  does 
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not  permit  same-sex  couples 
from  most  other  states  to 
'marry'),  the  Washington 
state  decision  will  produce 
national,  legal  chaos.'* 

Even  if  me  amendment  is 
not  approved  by  Congress 
this  year,  "our  momentum 
will  continue  to  grow," 
Daniels  said.  "This  is  being 
driven  by  the  court  cases.  The 
public  pays  attention  to  the 
extent  that  the  [courts  contin¬ 
ue]  to  strike  down  marriage. 
The  policies  of  this  will  be 
driven  by  the  courts.  There 
are  about  nine  lawsuits  pend¬ 
ing.  As  they  come  down,  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  will  continue  to 
awaken  in  our  favor." 

A  decision  in  a  Georgia  court 
May  16  seemed  to  validate  the 
campiaign  for  a  federal  amend¬ 
ment.  A  state  judge  ruled 
Georgia's  marriage  amend¬ 
ment,  which  was  approved  by 
76%  of  voters  in  2(Xm,  violates 
the  state  constitution.  The 
amendment  prohibits  both 
"same-sex  marriage"  and 
Vermont-style  civil  unions. 

Ratification  of  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Constitution 
requires  passage  ^  two-thirds 
of  Doth  houses  of  Congress  and 
approval  by  three-fourths  of 
the  states.  The  House  of 
Representatives  achieved  a 
majority  in  2004  with  a  227-186 


_vote  but  fell  far  short  of  the 
votes  needed  for  passage. 

At  the  May  25  news  confer¬ 
ence,  Senate  Majority  Leader 
Bill  Frist  of  Tennessee,  as  well 
as  Sens.  George  Allen  (R.-Va.), 
and  David  Vitter  (R.-La.),  spoke 
in  behalf  of  the  amendment. 
Other  backers  of  the  proposal 
who  spoke  iiKluded  miuti-ethnic 
representatives  of  civil  rights, 
evangelical,  Roman  Catholic, 
and  Jewish  groups. 

The  text  of  hw  MPA  says, 
"Marriage  in  the  United  States 
shall  consist  only  of  the  union 
of  a  man  and  a  woman.  Neiflwr 
this  Constitution,  nor  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  any  State,  shall  be 
construed  to  require  that  mar¬ 
riage  or  the  legal  incidents 
thereof  be  conferred  upon  any 
union  other  than  the  union  of  a 
man  and  a  woman." 

Southern  Baptists  and  oth¬ 
ers  may  contact  senators  by 
calling  the  Capitol  switch- 
b^rd,  (202)  224-^21,  and  ask¬ 
ing  for  their  offices’.  E-mails 
may  be  sent  through  the  web¬ 
site  of  the  Religious  Coalition 
for  Marriage,  www.rcm.org,  or 
the  Senate's  Internet  site, 
www.senate.gov. 

For  more  information  about 
the  national  debate  over  homo¬ 
sexual  marriage,  visit 
http://www.bpnews.net/sam 
esexmarriage. 
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Ca.  governor 
vows  veto  on 
'gay  history' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
California  Gov.  Airraid 
Schwarzenegg^  will  veto  a  bill 
r^uiring  the  inclusion  of  "gay 
history"  in  state  public  sch^ 
textbooks  if  it  makes  it  to  his  desk, 
a  spokesman  said  on  May  24. 

The  bill,  which  would  man¬ 
date  that  textbooks  include  "the 
contributions  of  people  who  are 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  or  trans¬ 
gender  to  the  total  developrr^t 
of  California  and  the  United 
States,"  has  passed  the  California 
Senate  and  currently  is  before 
the  state  Assembly. 

"The  governor  believes  that 
school  curriculum  should  include 
all  important  historical  figures, 
regardless  of  orientation," 
Schwarzenegger  spokesman 
Adam  Merraelsohn  told  The 
Sacramento  Bee.  "However,  he 
does  not  support  the  legislature 
micromanc^ing  curriculum." 

Pro-family  groups  are  urging 
Schwarzenegger  to  veto  two 
other  related  mils,  A.B.  606  and 
A.B.  1056.  Assembly  Bill  606 
would  require  school  districts  to 
establish  antidiscrimination  poli¬ 
cies  based  on  "actual  or  pen 
ceived  gender  identity  and  sexu¬ 
al  orientation." 

Assembly  Bill  1056  would 
spend  $250,000  to  establish 
pilot  programs  in  10  schools  "to 
promote  instruction  in  public 
schools  on  tolerance"  based  in 
part  on  "sexual  orientation." 

Both  bills  have  passed  the 
Assembly  and  currently  are 
before  the  Senate. 


Ms  |’(  )si  I  u  )\s 


NEW  KOSPECT  ZAPTIST  CNURCH 

is  seeking  Rirt  Time  Musk  Director. 
Send  resumes  to  823  Hwy.  334. 
Oxford,  Nits.  386S5. 


nun^TIME  MUSIC  LEAOBL  KANUN 
COUNTY  CHUKCN.  All  day  Sunday 
required.  Mail  resumes  to  musk  leader, 
P.O.  Box  5993, 1^,  MS  39288. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTEI  OF  MUSIC 
POSITION  available  at  First  Baptist 
Chufcb,  Madison,  Miss.  Please  send 
resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
Attention;  Shari  Hurt.  P.O.  Box  400, 
Madison  N4S  39130.  ' 


nowooo  BAmST  CMUKH  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  part-time  youBt  minister.  Heian 
send  resume  to  Fkmtood  Baptist  Ghurdt, 
aHn;  search  commiBBa.  1649  Old  Fannin 
Road.  Fkwmod,  MS  39232.  fw:  (601) 
992-6393,  e-mail:  (lobap#ct%djtet 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  muhi-copv  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Exb  correspondertt  must  kKlude 
en  eddress  ind  telephorte  number 
for  \^rifk:etion.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer^  request  and  editorls  cfe- 
aetion. 

Please  irKlude  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
"trtember.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  - 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
¥uords.  AH  corresportderKe  is 
subfect  to  editing. 

Corregiontients  should  refrain 
from  personal  aPacksJ  The  opin- 
iorts  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
etHtor  tk>  not  rtecessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
-  arty  individual  will  be  prirtted 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  corresport- 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  rtotice 
wiH  be  printed  to  that  eHect. 


CX>LUMN  INACCURATE 

* 

Editor.  -~ 

In  1954  I  made  my  profes¬ 
sion  of  faidi  and  was  owtized 
at  Pascagoula's  First  Baptist 
Church.  A  lifelong  Baptist, 
I've  always  felt  strongly 
about  my  faith. 

I  was  shocked  by  inaccura¬ 
cies  in  your  recent  cmumn  crit¬ 
icizing  Senator  Thad  Cochran, 
also  a  Baptist,  and  myself  for 
proposing  the  move  of  the  CSX, 
railroad  tracks,  allegedly  for 
casino  interests.  I've  never  dis¬ 
cussed  this  proposal  with  the 
gaming  industry. 

I  tmnk  they'd  prefer  not 
moving  the  tracks  oecause  it 
would  take  traffic  flowing  in 
front  of  casinos  aiKl  move  it 
north.  Suggestmg  our  motiva¬ 
tion  is  to  benefit  casiiK)s  ii^ults 
families  of  more  than  100  peo¬ 
ple  who've  lost  their  lives  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  10  years  along 
roughly  130  local  C^  cross¬ 
ings.  While  the  merits  and 
impact  of  gaming  are  often 
debated.  I'll  not  gamble  with 
the  lives  of  Mississippians. 

For  The  Baptist  Record  to 
mimic  iruKxnirate  arguments 
of  the  liberal  New  Tunes 
and  Washington  Post  comes 
as  a  shock^  disappcwtment. 
Worse,  it  is  a  violation  of  ffie 
iouma^stic  code  of  conduct 
Decause  I  received  no  request 
from  the  Record  to  re^>ond. 

Surely  The  Baptist  Record 
would  extend  Serutor  Cochran 
and  me,  two  Baptists,  a  chance 
to  eiplain  our  skfe  of  the  story. 

1  fed  ve^  strongly  about  my 
feith  and  lifetime  wnoinination 
choice.  Nothing  will  shake  this 
foundation  of  my  life  —  not 
political  intrigue,  not  death,  not 
natural  disasters,  not  even  a 
publication  of  my  religious 
denomination.  My  faith  is  res¬ 
olute,  but  my  disappointment  in 
The  Baptist  Record  s  profourui. 

Trent  Lx>tt,  U.S.  Senate 
Washington.  D.C. 

Editor's  note:  There  is  no  uni¬ 
form  “jonmatistic  code  of  con¬ 
duct"  that  fourmdists  are  remired 
to  follow,  so  no  “violation  ^  a 
non-existent  code  was  committed 
in  writmg  the  editorial.  Secondly, 
the  artiae  in  ifuestion  mss  dearty 
marked  as  an  editorial  —  one 
writer's  opinion  —  and  as  sudi 
does  not  cidi  for  a  response.  Lastly, 
Senator  Lott  has  been  given  an 
opmirtunity  to  respom/  vy  virtue 
Of  his  letter  to  the  editor. 


PRIORITIES  REVERSED 
Editor .  . 

Your  editorial  on  May  7, 
againsttheSTOOmiUionporkpeo- 
to  beneffi  casmos  by  moving 
the  CSX  railrood,  was  excelfent 

Years  ago,  1  thought  an  elect¬ 
ed  official  going  to  Washirw^ 
should  have  ttuee  pnonoes: 
Na  1,  do  what  was  best  for  the 
country  as  a  whole;  No.  Z  do 
what  ne  could  for  his  own 
state;  Na  3,  let  his  persotuil 
desires  and  needs  come  last. 

I  have  learned  that  this  is 
not  true.  Those  priorities  are 
exactly  reversed.  -  When  a 
politician  leaves  home  for 


Washingtort,  he  makes  sure 
that  eti&s  and  princ^les  are 
not  part  of  his  baggage. 

Tnb  $700  million  will  only 
be  a  drcp  in  the  bucket.  Look 
at  a  map.  How  mudt  more 
will  it  take  to  relocate  the 
Louisiana  p^  of  the  railroad? 
Do  our  politicians  lie  awake 
nights,  worrying  about  the 
huge  debt  they  are  piling  up? 

During  the  last  4d-50  years  I 
have  seen  etwu^  corrupt  poli¬ 
tics  to  realize  that  an  hon^  man 
will  never  succeed  in  American 
politics.  Due  to  foe  apathy  of  the 
people,  %ve  now  have  tm  gov¬ 
ernment  we  deserve. 

Of  moneyed  interests,  by 
motreyed  interests,  fcH*  motv 
eyed  interests  —  there  are 
over  15,000  such  pork  proiects 
in  the  apprr^riatirm  Dijife  of 
2005.  One  of  these  days,  the 
Good  Lord  is  going  to  get  fed 
up  with  our  monkey  busirtess 
down  here,  aiul  pull  ffie  plug! 

James  L.  Wray 
Eupora 


CONTACT  SENATORS 

Editor.  ' 

I  was  sad  to  see  the  editori¬ 
al  about  the  CSX  rail  lirte  pur¬ 
chase.  EiKlosed  you  will  fiiKi 
the  letters  I  have  written  to 
Seruitors  Lott  arKl  Cochran.  I 
will  eiKourage  others  also  to 
contact  them: 

I  would  ^Vfst  that  you  vote 
against  the  rod  line  purchase 
that  is  currently  bdon  Congress. 
Tb  purchase  a  mu  line  timt  has 
just  recently  been  rebudt.  for  the 
economic  ben^  of  tiie  casnws,  is 
wrong.  Even  if  this  purchase 
wouU  enhance  Mississippi  eco¬ 
nomically.  it  does  not  just^ 
spendiw  $700,000,000  in  order  to 
do  so.  This  is  a  poor  use  of  taxpay¬ 
er  dollars.  Where  would  Congress 
get  this  money? 

I  have  alumys  voted  foe  you, 
but  I  am  strongly  coiwidering 
voting  for  someone  else  on  June 
6.  Puase  reconsider  your  posi¬ 
tion  on  this  matter. 

Tharrk  you  for  keepii^  us 
informed.  I  appreciate  your 
editoriak  ainl  tne  work  you  da 


I  belong  to  a 

- -S-  -a,  lAI^ 

OIDQSC  cnuicfu 
orfenied  and  we 
aacrifioe  to 


small,  rural' 


Kitty.  Kiirg 
Slayden 


INEXCUSABLE 

Editor. 

Thanks  for  your  editorial  of 
April  27  (Holo  the  Applause), 
ifed  you  not  pulled  the  curtain 
bade,  moat  or  us  would  never 
have  known  of  the  deptorable 
feadeoh^  of  Bob  Reocord,  for¬ 
mer  presaient  of  North  American 
MisaMn  Board.  Giving  contracts 
to  personal  friends  wnhout  get- 
taw  compelilive  bids  is  awxcus- 
abfe  and  certairdy  not  sound  or 
horwat  business  practioes.  I  am 
sure  Reocord  kiww  this. 

I  fdt  a  sense  of  outrage  and 
anger  about  him  takir^  a  trip  to 
Lornlon  to  see  a  movie  on 
NAMB  KokIs  in  the  annount  of 
$3771.64.  The  report  dfed  other 
flagrant  wastes  of  morwy.  This 
type  of  nusnwruigeinent  carmot 
be  blown  off  by  casually  calling 
it  "mistakes. " 


md 

money  ao< 
ly  usnl  ia  rather 
to  say  the  feast  It  should  not 
haven  taken  nine  years  for  the 
meonbers  of  the  board  of  trustees 
to  stop  this  deplorabfe  misinarfr- 
agement  Maybeacfoaerlookat 
them  would  be  in  order 

The  cause  (rf  Christ  and 
Baptist  people  deserve  better. 

Haskel  Stringer 
Bay  Springs 


WHERE  WAS  STORY? 
Editor. 

In  re^^rd  to  the  store  on  the 
resigrufion  of  Bob  Reccord, 
president  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB),  I  would  like  to  raise 
two  other  issu^  The  first  ques¬ 
tion  is  not  vdiether  he  resigned 
in  "disgrace,*  which  seems 
self-evi«nL  but  why  did 
Biptist  Press  not  bring  us  this 
story?  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Christian  Index  (the  Cfeorgia 
Baptist  paper),  the  Associated 
Bapt^  Press,  and  our  own 
Baptist  Record,  Mississippi 
Baptists  would  have  never 
leuned  of  any  of  this.  One  of 
the  roles  of  the  press  —  even  in 
the  denominatkmal  family  —  is 
that  of  a  watch  dog.  BP  seems 
to  be  more  of  a  house  pet 

Secondly,  who  is  really 
leading  our  agencies:  the 
trustee  txiards  dmy  elected  by 
the  convention,  or  a  dosed 
group  of  powerful  pastors? 
Apparently,  before  Reccord 
coiud  make  a  decision  about 
whether  or  not  to  resig|n,  he 
needed  the  consent  m  this 
self-selected  group  of  pastors 
from  across  me  country,  who 
for  the  past  30  ye^  have 
pretty  mudi  deewfed  for  us 
who  our  leaders  should  be. 

The  board  of  trustees  at 
NAJMB  should  decide  the 
direction  and  future  of  the 
agency  for  whose  care  they 
are  entrusted.  We  don't  need 
a  sdf-appointed  Baptist  col¬ 
lege  of  cardinals.  - 

Carl  M.  White,  senior  pastor 
Hi^Uand  Churdi.  Meriaian 


SOLUTIONS  NEEDED 
Editor. 

We  Baptists  need  to  be 
careful  in  exploiting  the  abor¬ 
tion  debate  for  our  own 
standing.  As  tKe^heed  tafind 
solutions  grows  more  criticaL 
we  are  dangerously  ckise  to 
being  part  m  the  problem,  k 
aboraon  wrong?  The  great 
majlority  of  non-Chriamans 
agiw  on  this,  so  we  should 
stop  exalting  ourselves  like 
die  Pharisee  ui  Luke  IB. 

Baptists  are  in  a  unique 
positaon  to  change  the  tone  of 
the  abortion  debate.  Char  lead¬ 
ers  must  lead  for  Ckxl's  pur¬ 
pose  and  not  for  themsefves. 
If  we  focus  on  saving  the 
unsaved  through  the  demon¬ 


stration  of  Christ's  love  and 
forgiveness,  we  will  con- 
trflHite  so  much  more  to  end¬ 
ing  the  practice  of  abortion. 

Will  we  ever  be  abfe  to  stop 
abortions  entirely?  No  more 
than  we  can  stop  ourselves 
from  sinning.  Christians  sin. 
Many  Christians  and  ma^ 
Brmtists  have  made  the  difti- 
cutt  choice  to  have  an  abortion 
and  they  have  to  live  with  that 
pamful  choice  for  the  rest  of 
meir  lives.  The  contentious 
spirit  of  mudi  of  our  feader- 
aiip  does  not  fit  a  Christian 
heart  Many  of  us  have  become 
so  vitriolic  in  thk  ddiate  over 
abortion  that  we  have  chosen 
not  to  .share  die  Cfood  News 
with  those  who  need  it  most 
even  those  sitting  in  the  pew 
rig^  next  to  us. 

The  last  thing  any  Baptist 
wants  is  our  government  or 
any  government  reouiring  a 
specific  mwality  or  Mhainor 
in  any  individuu.  It  k  the  role 
of  the  church  to  show  people 
they  can  live  better,  fulwr 
lives  through  Jesus  Christ. 

David  Dallas 
Cleveland 


ADJUST  ATTITUDE 
Editor 

Much  has  been  written  late¬ 
ly  about  our  churches  not 
identifying  themselves  as 
"Baptist*  It  seems  to  be  wide¬ 
ly,  but  quietlib  agreed  that  the 
tide  B^tist  B  a  hindrance  to 
recruiting,  but  nothing  I've 
read  stales  how  we  have  come 
to  thk  questionable  conctition. 

Consider  the  foUown^ 
explanteion:  our  highly  pubb- 
ciaed  dvil  war  in  which  the  con¬ 
servatives  took  control  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
from  moderates  sent  the  public 
a  meiasige  that  not  everyime  k 
welcome  in  our  ranks. 

fan  our  gallant  ouest  for  btok- 
cal  authority,  we  nave  inadver- 
tendy  become  known  for  what 
we  are  against  rather  than  what 
we  are  nr  —  not  unlike  the 
Pharisees  of  okL  Our  targets 
have  included  Kfickey  Mouse, 
public  education,  trick-or- 
treatin',  Harry  Potter;  and 
wives  who  presume  to  have  a 
vote  in  femiiy  matters. 

Our  grand  traditions  of 
congregational  authority  artd 
priesthood  of  the  beherer  are 
oeing  compromised  by  local 
ptotors  who  see  themselves  as 
spiritual  dictators.  Freedom  of 
tnoireht  k  taking  a  back  seat  to 
blind  obedience. 

Because  of  these  misguided 
efforts,  what  was  once 
America's  greatest  evangeli¬ 
cal  denorrunation  Iub  been 


tra^cally  reduced  to  cult 
tus  m  the  eyes  of  much  of  the 
secular  doinain. 

fan  an  attempt  to  be  construc¬ 
tive.  may  I  Tiigaril  we  adjust 
any  condescending  or  fudg- 
moital  altitude  toward  odwrs 
to  that  of  our  Savior's  posture 
eloquendy  penned  in  a  song, 
"He  loond  beyond  my  feiut 
and  saw  my  nefei." 

John  H.  Townsend 


Family  Bible  Study 

Respond  With  Faith 

Job  1:1-3, 8-11, 20-2Z;  2:7, 9-10 


"When  Thim 
Teftiblv  Wrane 
The'  first 


When  Job  heiud  of  all  the 
destruction  and  the  loss  of  his 
family,  he  toee  his  robe,  shaved 
his  head,  aitd  bo«ved  to  wor¬ 
ship  God.  Gob  l'3)-22).  "Naked 
I  came  from  my  mother’s 
womb,  and  naked  1  wrill  depart 
The  Lord  gave  and  the  Loni  has 
taken  away;  may  the  name  of 
the  Lord  be  prai^."  (v.  21). 

In  Satan's  second  lest  of  Job. 
God  allowed  an  attack  on  J^'s 
personal  health  but  God  warned 
batan  rwt  to  kill  Job  (2:1-6). 
When  a  horrftile  diapasc  fell  on 
Job,  he  lefused  lo  Blame  or  ques¬ 
tion  God.  Even  his  wife  trira  lo 
him  lo  curse  God  and  die. 
Job  was  faMhfuL  Qob  2: 7-10). 

Praise  God  for  Job's  ecatnple 
to  us  in  Scriptiae.  Jcb  mamtained 
his  faith  in  God  even  after  experi- 
eitdng  the  loss  of  his  wealth,  his 
childieiv  and  his  health. 

Elisabeth  Elliot:  Modern  Faith 
—  Raised  by  missionary  parents, 
Elisabeth  Elliot  Gien  wjB  bom  in 
Biussek  and  went  to  Wheaton 
College  where  she  studied 
Greek  and  mission  work.  She 
spent  a  year  in  Ecuador  where 
she  married  Jim  Elliot  whom  she 
had  met  at  Wheaton.  Jim  arrd 
four  friends  made  contact  with 


the  Auca  trib?  (now  called 
Waorani)  before  they  were  al 
speared  to  death  in  r96h  These 
words^of  Elisabeth  Elliot  are  a 
testimony  of  her  Christian  faith 
artd  the  grace  of  God.  "When  a 
shorbyave  radio  message  fold 
me  that  my  husband  and  four 
fiiertds  were  missing  in  the  jun¬ 
gle,  the  word  of  Isaiah  43  came 
to  me  almost  as  if  spoken  aloud. 
1  had  memorized  the  words 
years  before:  'Fear  not  for  1 
have  redeemed  thee.  I  have 
called  thee  tw  thy  name;  thou 
art  mine.  When  thou  passest 
through  the  waters,  1  will  be 
with  thee;  aiKl  through  the 
rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow 
thee:  when  thou  walkest 
through  the  fire,  thou  shah  not 
be  burned;  neither  shall  the 
flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  1 
am  the  Lord  thy  God.'  These 
old  words  came  with  a  power 
and  an  insislerKv  that  con¬ 
vinced  me  they  came  from  God. 
and  with  therii  came  the  faith  to 
bebeve  they  were  true." 

Christiahs  can  lesporKl  with 
fahh  in  troubled  times. 

Oaigkmam  t$  a  member  cf  First 
Chunk.  Magee. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Caleb:  Faith  ^dures 

Numbers  13:30, 14:6-9,  Joshua  14:6-14 


By  LesColeia 


If  most  of  IB  are  honest  we 
can  recall  countless  times  when 
we  have  started  a  proiect  or 
hobby  only  to  let  it  go  oy  the 
waysade  after  a  short  period  of 
tirne.  I  have  started  hundreds  of 
diets  on  Mondav  morning  only 
to  give  up  by  Tuesday,  em  can 
all  go  through  tlto  Attic'pr  garage 
and  fiiKi  mt  half-completed 
crocheted  afghan  or  wood- 
working jproi^  We  like  to  start 
things,  blarting  new  projects 
and  adventures  can  be  exdting. 
However;  it's  not  just  starting 
that  counts.  H  is  alro  important 
to  finish.  Half  conmieted  pro¬ 
jects,  diets,  etc.  are  oflittle  value. 

The  same  is  true  with  our 
faith.  Weail  can  recall  when  we 
came  to  know  Christ  as  our 
Savior.  That  of  coursF  is  the 
most  important  decision  we 


will  ever  make.  How¬ 
ever;  our  Christian  bfe 
and  our  faith  ate  not  just 
about  how  we  started, 
but  also  how  we  will  finish. 
Adrian  Rogers  once  said.  "A 
faith  that  &zles  at  the  finish 
was  flawed  from  the  first*  The 
question  we  need  to  ask.  is  not 
just  when  I  was  sav’eiL  but 
what  has  happened  sitKe  then? 
How  is  God  working  in  and 
through  me  iwm? 

We  are  familiar  with  the 
story  of  Moses  sending  the 
twefiy  spies  to  explote  the 
Promise  Land  bcrore  the 
biaeiites  crossed  over.  As  the 
spies  came  Imck.  the  majority 
reported  that  the  land  wre 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey, 
but  also  filled  with  powerful 
giants  and  fortified  cities.  Thev 
were  afraid  to  cross  over  and 
possess  the  land. 


the  people 
and  take 


Only  Joshua  and 
Caleb '  reported  that 
the  land  should  be 
taken,  fai  Numbers 
13:30.  Caleb  uigK 
Moses  and  the 
to  "go-  up 

of  the  land, 
we  can  certainlv  do 
H."  Joshua  arul  Odeb 
saw  the  same  land  as 
the  others.  However, 
the  diflierence  is  in  "how"  they 
saw  the  land.  They  saw  it 
through  eyes  of  "failii." 

What  IM  of  faith  did  Caleb 
have  to  be  so  confident  that  thev 
should  take  the  bnd?  First  of  ^ 
his  was  a  faith  that  saw  the  pos- 
sflilities.  not  Just  the  damgers.  In 
Numbers  14:7.  he  said  it  was  "an 
extremely  good  bnd."  The  bless¬ 
ings  that  awaited  them  were  far 
greater  than  the  dangers  that 
existed.  Caleb's  faith  was  also 
one  that  took  risks.  The  gimis 
were  real  and  the  dangers  were 
ev-idenl;  however;  Caleo  chose  to 
trust  God  in  spite  of  the  I 
Real  faith  is  that  which  is  ^ 
to  step  out  into  the  unknown, 
is  otuy  in  the  unknown  and 
uncertain  areas  of  our  lives  that 


our  faith  can  be  exercised.  It 
takes  no  faith  when  we  have  all 
of  the  answers.  Hebrews  11:1 
letts  IB  that  "Faith  is  the  evidence 
of  things  not  seen.^ 

In  Nundbers  14:9.  two  obsta¬ 
cles  to  faith  in  God  are  men- 
tkmed.  The  first  is  sin.  Failing 
to  trust  God  is  sin.  Hebrews 
11:6  tells  us  "without  faith,  it  is 
impossMe  to  please  God.”  The 
second  obstade  to  faith  is  foar. 
Paul  told  Timothy  that  "God 
did  not  give  us  a  spirit  of 
fear...."  (2  lunolhy  1:7).  Fading 
to  trust  God  and  'fear  kept  the 
Israeliles  out  of  the  Promise 
Land  and  kept  them  from  the 
blessings  Goa  had  for  them. 

After  fortV'five  years  of  wan- 
derir^  God  allows  the  IsracMteiv 
to  finatty  take  possession  of  the 
land.  Caleb  is  now  8B  years  old. 
In  Joshua  1436-9,  Caleb  asks  for 
the  promise  that  God  had  given 
him  through  Moses  vears  before 
(Numbers  14:24).  Cjdeb's  faith 
was  one  that  was  wifling  to  wait 
'On  God  for  the  promix.  He  had 
received  the  promise  when 
Moses  gave  it  to  him  foirtv^e 
veais  before.  Now  he  wasdaim- 
ing  the  promise  that  wasaheadv 


his.  Caleb  fouR^  battles  and 
endured  the  wiMerness  in  order 
to  daim  the  promise  of  God. 
This  B  a  mark  of  enduring  faith, 
waiting  andSvanderingwtth  full 
assurance  that  God  deliver 
what  he  has  promised. 

in  Joshua  i4:10-l<  Caleb  at 
last  receives  his  mherilance.  The 
long  awaited  pramise  from  God 
has  come.  Throughout  his  life. 
Caleb  had  remained  faithful  and 
even  at  the  age  of  85.  God  was 
stiU  workins  in  and  through 
him.  Notice  nowevei;  that  there 
were  still  battles  to  be  fought  in 
order  to  daim  his  blessing. 

Caleb's  faith  was  based  on 
the  promises  of  God.  hcancer- 
.  tainly  be  said  that  he  finished 
stio^.  The  same  faith  that  was 
willing  to  daim  the  promiw  of 
God  -6  years  earlier;  remained 
strong  and  steadfast  until  the^ 
end.  Enduring  faith,  finishes' 
strong  and  we.  like  Caleb,  can 
have  that  kiiid  of^enduruig 
faith  as  we  daim  the  pronuses 
of  God  in  our  lives. 


Cahmis  Mmister  ^  Eimmtiom/ 
AJmumistratvr  at  Farst  Chunk. 
McCemtb 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


that  take  place  in  cooperatwig  churches 
of  fire  Mississippi  Baplrst  Corwerrtion. 

News  sufcwdBerl  for  pfahfcainn  in  The 
Bapfist  Recxzd  rnust  be  elber  lal  typewrih 
teiv  lh)  neady  printed  on  8 1/2  by  11-jnch 


up  cross 


Editor’s  note:  FMowing  is-  the  Jirst~pUKe  speech  continued  lehising  to  chan«  my 
deliverrd  by  Carrie  Kirk,  a  memoer  of  Ridgecrest  ways  and  to  sunwder  my  life,  1 
Omrdt,  Madison,  end  senior  at  Madison  Central  High  was  reiecting  the  opportunity  to 
Schoot  in  Madison,  for  the  2006  Speakers  Tournament  become  the  young  woman  God 
held  April  8  at  First  Church.  Clinton.  created  me  to  be.  For  years  I 

would  hold  ti^t  to  Jesus'  hand 
Come  Fathers  and  Mothers.  Join  while  livii^  ^  life  t^  world 
me,  youth  of  this  nation,  in  taking  up  told  me  I  should  be  UviM.  I  was 
ts  your  cross.  This  is  all  you  have  to  do.  living  my  life  by  the  Oiristian 

^ .  -  ^inemylife 

locMi  bKk,  I 


UTake  lup  your  cross  and  follow  Jesus  rules,  but  1  was  not  livine  my  life 
daily.  vVnat  does  "takiiw  up  your  for  Christ.  Now  that  1  low  back,  I 
cross'  achially  mean?  Wrat  does  it  realize  how  scared  I  was  pf  sacri- 
require  of  me?  k  it  just  going  to  fke,  because  I  had  tried  it  many 
church  eve^  Sunday  aiw  Wednesday  times,  but  I  turned  ri^t  back  to 
ni^t  aiul  aoiding  by  a  set  of  rules,  or  the  wmid  when  it  began  to  hurt, 
kmere somethii^ more?  This  is  how  I  see  it.  First  Jesus 

1  am  in  seventh  grade,  and  it  is  asks  for  our  hearts,  and  until  we 
km  my  first  church  retreat.  Some  of  give  Him  our  hearts,  we  do  not 

you  know  this  story.  It  is  a  late  realize  how  we  have  filM  it  with 
Saturday  night,  the  lights  are  dimmed,  and  the  the  world.  Once  we  willii^y  give 
baiKl  plays  soft  music  as  you  are  invited  to  the  altar  Him  our  hearts,  the  first  tniire  He 
to  comnrut  your  life  to  Christ.  I  had  never  had  a  does  is  breaks  it  open.  Ouch!  Jesus 
worship  experience  like  this  in  my  entire  life,  so  breaks  our  hearts?  Yes.  He  careful- 
there,  mat  ni^t,  I  say,  "yes,"  to  my  Jesus  Christ.  I  ly,  with  love,  opens  our  hearts 
thouj^t  I  und«stooa  the  whole  idea  of  following  puUs  out  everything  for  which 
Jesus  and  taking  up  my  cross,  but  I  never  realized  nave  been  living.  He  takes  the 
that  there  was^so  much  more  than  just  saying  "3res."  wwld  out  of,  and  it  hurts.  Amy 
No  one  ever  explained  to  me  that  1  was  callM  to  Carmichael  asks,  "Can  we  follow 
live  my  entire  lire  for  Christ.  I  thought  havii^  faith  the  Savku-  far,  who  have  no  wound 
in  Jesus  as  my  Savior  was  the  faith  God  cried  out  or  scar?"  We  must  allow  God  to 
for,  but  I  never  realized  God  desired  die  fiuth  in  me  break  us  and  take  the  world  out  of 
to  give  everything,  every  aspect  of  my  life  to  a  man  us  no  matter  how  much  it  hurts. 
I,  men,  knew  so  little  about.  Once  we  begin  to  ask  Jesus  for  stn 

Year  after  year  I  continued  to  live  my  life.  I  went  agemmt,  die  strength  that  nothing  i 
to  church  every  Sunday  and  Wednesday.  I  went  on  ever  give  us.  He  begins  to  fill  our^ 
all  the  retreats  I  could,  and  I  even  did  a  devotional  know  the  living  water  that peoptes 
every  nig^.  What  mcMe  could  Jesus  want  from  me?  id  He  pours  and  pours  ana  pouR  1 
Every  churdi  retreat  I  attended  was  the  same.  There,  until  we  are  overflowing  with  life 
I  could  hear  Jesus  knockiire  on  my  little  door,  so  I  rendered  and  allowed  Jesus  to  fulfil 
would  unlock  it,  open  the  <toor,  and  give  Jesus  a  bre  tmefeKtood  the  meaning  of  taking  i 
hug  for  inviting  me  inside  His  world.  I  would  dad-  _  _  So  we  «  bKk  to  Ihe  eras 
ly  accept  His  love,  but  as  He  held  my  hand  and  led  My  cross  b  one  of  the  most  precious 
me  into  His  life  of  no  going  to  parties,  no  spending  provided  me  with  —  life!  My  cross 
aU  of  my  time  with  friends  who  are  not  good  influ-  Creator  alone,  knows  how  to  fulfill  n 
ences,  no  more  gossiping,  and  no  more  degrading  time  to  think  and  pray  aboirt  what  ti 
movies  and  television  shows,  I  would  grab  nold  of  and  God  showed  me  I  Corinfluans 
the  doorframe  and  refuse  to  go  any  further  on  the  the  message  of  the  cross  is  foolMne 
path  with  Jesus.  Max  Derree  states  ttiat  in  the  end  it  perishky,  but  to  us  adio  are  being  sa 
B  important  to  remember  that  we  caimot  become  of  God-'^io  non-believers  the  cross 

*  -  •  tt.k  m  *  •  ^ _ to  a,  ••  to^  toS,  _  to _ ^ _ _  -  to? - 


Gallup  poll:  Americans  believe  moral  climate  is 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  More  moral  values"  as  fair  or  pooc  Forty-two  chmige  a  poll's  outcome.)  Sixty-nine  • 

m  -  -  to >1 a^me  All - a.  - a—  — 

tMn€ignt8i  lu  Amcncn 
try's  moral  values  are 


while  53% 


*  stats  are  new  hi|^  Only  14% 
rkaaB  (a  new  lovO  say  the  state 
lire  is  excellent  or  good, 
ibacans  and  Democrats  differ 
on  what  k  and  k  not  morafiy 


differ  greatly  on  what  specfically  k  of 
morally  aooq)table  and  what  k  monlly 
wrong,  a  new  Gallup  poO  shows. 

The  81%  of  aottlts  who  say  the 
nation's  "state  of  morM  values"  b  get¬ 
ting  worse  k  a  record  high  for  the  ques¬ 
tion,  which  was  fint  awed  in  2DuZ.  h 
leistered  at  €7%  in  each  of  the  first  two 
ySs  «ul  77%  m  2004  Mid  2006  before 


age  of  people  %vho  say  somemiiw  k  •  Homosexual  relations  (M%; 
morally  pennkaible  and  ttie  nunmers  Democrak,  53%;  RepuMkaiB,  36%). 
for  bom  Democrats  and  RepuMicans: 

•  Abwtion  (43%;  Democrats,  53%; 

•  Death  penalty  (71%  of  aiU  Republicans,  30%); 

AmerkaiB  suit's  morally  acceptable; 

Democrak,  63%;  RepuUicaiB,  82%).  •  Cloning  animak  (29%;  Democrak, 

28%;  RepitoucaiB,  31%). 

•  Divorce  (67%;  Democrak,  71%; 

Republicans,  5^);  *  Suicide  (15%;  Democrak,  18%; 

2003  and  May  20b4  (adieii  the  polfe  •  43%  of  Americans  say  abortion  k  RepuMkaiB,  12%). 

were  conducted)  came  diuing  a  time  acceptable;  44%  say  it's  wrong,  (the  first  •  Bu3ring  and  wearing  clothing  made 

in  which  homosmcual  marriage  was  time  since  2001  that  the  percentage  of  of  animal  fur  (62%;  Democrak,  55%;  •  Cloning  humans  (ei^t  percent; 

legadiaed  in  Mausachusetk  arto  sever-  "stioraDy  wror^"  answers  fell  bdow  Republicans,  75%).  Democrak,  eight  percent;  ReptibUcans, 

al  Canadian  provinces,  Janet  Jadem  50%.)  F^-tiueepercent  of  Democrak  eight  percent), 

was  expoaed  on  nationwide  televkion  s^abortion  k  On,  although  only  30%  •  Medical  research  using  stem  celk 

during  the  Siroer  BowL  and  the  story  ofRepubbcaiB  say  sa  obtained  fiom  human  embryos  (61%;  •  Polygamy,  when  one  husband  has 

broke  about  douses  at  the  Abu  Ghraio  Democrats,  69%;  Repitolicans,  53%).  more  than  one  wife  at  the  same  time 

prison  in  Ir^.  *  71%  of  aduhs  say  the  death  penalty  "  .  (five  percent;  Democrats,  four  percent; 

The  increase  in  pessimism  about  k  morally  acce^ble,  althongn . .  •  'Medical  testing  on  animals  (61%;  Republicans,  five  percent), 

mondity  since  2002-03  k  seen  most  Democrak  (63%)  and  Republicans  Dennocrak,  56%;  Republicans,  69%). 

among  RepubUcans  (a  16-point  (82%)  disagree  sornewhat  on  ik  pennkr  •  Married  men  and  women  having 

increase)  and  independenk  (an  18-  sSxlity.  *  GamUiiM  (60%;  Democrak,  65%;  an  affair  (four  percent;  Democrak,  five 

point  jump)  and  less  amor^  Democrak  Republicans,  54%).  percent;  Repubikans,  three  percent). 

(a6Hpoint|ump).  ^  ^  .  *  61%  of  AmerkaiB  s^ endWyonk 

On  another  question,  in  describing  stem  cell  research  k  (The  question  •  Sex  between  an  unmarried  man  •  The  poll  of  1,002  adulk  was  conduct- 

the  situation  "i^N  now"  in  America,  did  not  note  that  the  embryos  are  and  woman  (59%;  Democrak,  65%;  ed  May  8-11  and  k  part  of  Gallup's 

85%  of  Amerkam  rate  the  "state  of  destroyed,  a  fact  that  pro-lifers  say  can  Republicans,  50%).  annual  Values  and  Beli^  survey.. 


44%  say  it  k  "morally  ac 
Democrak  are  much  more  lil 
homosexual  relations  are  OK 
it  k  morally  permksibte,  s 
36%  of  Repiaolicans  say  the  a 


